The Pacific was startled with the onrush of the terror-stricken.
I walked during two days along narrow passage-ways amid the never ending thousands of homeless refugees. I talked with them and listened to their awful story. Nature in the parks tried to hide the misery.
Great blooming hydrangeas did hide one family of fire from gaze, and a mass of flaming poinsettias gave shelter to a woman and her daughter who were ill. A clump of violets covered with a handkerchief, made a pillow for a little girl burning with fever.
Heliotropes, carnations, a hundred kinds of roses, verbenas, geraniums and the glorious poppies of California vied with each other in striving to attract attention away from the appalling scene of misery, suffering and dismay, but in vain.
Entire thousands were without blankets, sheets or pillows, their entire possessions consisted of the clothing they wore, a few rescued pillows and spreads, and during two nights they remained here with the earth for a bed.
The cemeteries were impressive to behold. The great areas were simply strewn with thousands of overturned monuments, This primeval scar has been traced by the expert Mr. A. S. Cooper, for more than five hundred miles. In some places one wall of the slip or fault is 500 feet higher than the other.
The San Franciso earthquake was due to a readjustment of the edges of the layers once torn apart when the earth was young.
Since the convulsion that laid a proud city low. Professor Branner of the Stanford University explored the ancient rent for forty miles south of San Francisco, and discovered that the archaic wound had re-opened exposing fresh edges of the ancient layers.
In the Santa Cruz Mountains, he found lateral displacement of four feet, and vertical two. This is sufficient to have produced the earthquake.
In Golden Gate Park I saw a displacement of two feet and a vertical of ten inches. The fault approaches the sea south of San Francisco a few miles, and an extensive landslide, forming a new point jutting into the ocean, occurred near there.
Faults, notably those in great mountain chains of solid rock, are very slow in re-adjustment, and it may be that centuries will elapse before another upheaval comes.
But then they will have scientific buildings, almost completely earthquake-and fire-proof.
Bricks will be obsolete.
Between the eruption of Vesuvius and the California earthquake I was able to secure only four observations of the sun. Few spots were on display, the largest being twice as large as the earth,-far too small to amount to anything. The position of the sun, moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn on April i8 were such that they were massed within five hours twenty-eight minutes of Right Ascension. This brought them in the same region in the sky. And they all combined to pull the earth off its orbit and nearer to the sun. The consequence was that the earth was 618,000 miles nearer to the solar globe on April 18th, 1906, 
